Mr. John Jeffrles, Prescv
Geary County Historical Soc1ety,
Junction City Kansas

 Dear MNr. Jeffries, , :
. The. story of the Indian statue by.Jefs Loel, pu. o
in the Daily Union for December 17th, brought to mj mind sorme fec =

about the Henderson femily thet you might like to have in your I lee
iSinoe lMr. Loeb may plan to make . further use of his-material I wiil ..nc
:hlm a carbon of this letter. : '

When my mother arrived from North Carilina tu  .D

my father ir Xansas, several years before I was born, she and the

‘five children with her, lived for a while in a small stone house

"the Henderson place, Mother hadwfbeen through some’ rugged cond.a

‘but they had deepened her faith 1n‘Inf1n1te and strengthened her w2 thy
for ogthers. Npt so Capt. Henderson. Hurt and bitter, he felt. that
fGod was punishing him for some thing he had not done. His over-burdened
‘hesrt found some relief in descrlbing‘Athe blows fate had dealt him .
.She later passed along the stories to-me.

. ' There was an older - son, than Robert. I can't recall
~his name. He definitely disliked farmlng, Capt.} Henderson got him an
appointment to West Point. The boy dlsliked m@th& He flunhked..itv and~

Q}w dlsmlssed.' Unwilllng toireturn to the farm, or to face his father,
‘he @rifted %o New Orleans. So far as T Jn ow that was the last his
3fam11y knew of him. Miss Lizzfie, a l;vely,athletlc girl, was‘severely

“injured while skating. She remained slightly leme =11 bher life. Her
‘sister who was happily married to a successful traveling salesman,
named Ritter, lost herv hearing. (Their davghter, Helen, is the ligtle
girl holding the rope’ in ‘my brother . photo of “the wveilir = of the
Quivire monument )i

. The final blow to Ca4¢.Henderson involved Robert,
u£q>was noﬁ‘any more a farmer than his brother}exoépt” thet he likee
fine horses., He was driving d#in a light two-wheeled cart, similar tc
a sulky, when the horse shied,then 1unged,throwing'Robert ~nder the
wheel of the cart, then stepped back settipg an iron-shed hoof on

the boy's face ycrushing the eyesocket 80 terribly that it could mnot
“be repalred sufficiently to accommodate a glass eye. Eye patches

" were not ‘marks of distinction in thosaJdays. In Robert's mind he was
disfigured as well as blinded .for life,7 punisheé , as he had heard




